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The Ghana Health Service



Background

JAs at 26th December, 2021, Ghana had 136, 436 confirmed COVID-19 cases ; while China, a
country whose population is 45 times that of Ghana has had 130, 109 confirmed cases .Ghana’s
death toll stands at 1,274 while active case count stands at 5,112 .

JUS $200 million loan facility approved by Parliament of Ghana on July 6, 2021.

151 billion Rapid Credit Facility (RCF) to Ghana for responding to the COVID-19 pandemic from
the IMF.

The World Bank had also given Ghana $100 million for health-related logistics.
1Ghana Government raising funds internally through the National COVID-19 Trust Fund



Background

JThe “COVID-19 Accountability Bridges: Providing Platforms for Engaging Government on
Transparent and Accountable COVID-19 Expenditure” project is funded by the US Embassy. The
project is providing government the platform to account for COVID-19 policy implementation

and expenditure; while availing same platform to citizens to scrutinize government
accountability.

IMonitoring of COVID-19 policy and expenditure was carried out in the Sefwi-Wiawso Municipal
Assembly of the Western North Region by the Local Accountability Network (LANet) of West

Gonja Municipality; a network of local civil society bodies with support from Northcode and the
Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC)

) This report is a presentation of findings from the COVID-19 implementation monitoring
undertaken by the LANets in the last quarter of 2021.



The West Municipal

JThe West Gonja Municipal is one of the 7 MMDAs in the Savannah Region with its
administrative capital at Damango, it was established in 2004 by a new legislative instrument
(L.1.1775).

JWest Gonja Municipal is located to the west of Tamale, the Northern Regional capital of Ghana
and it lays within longitude 10 5 1 and 20 581 west and latitude 80 321 and 100 2 1 North. The
Municipality has a total land area of 4715.9sqkm and about 30% of the Municipality’s land
represents forest reserves and Mole National Park.

It also shares boundaries to the south with Central Gonja District, Bole and Sawla Tuna Kalba
Districts to the west, Wa East District to the north-west and North Gonja District to the east.

JThe population of the Municipality according to 2021 population and housing census stands
at 63,449 with 32,270 males and 31,179 females.



Methodology

JAdministration of a data collection tool designed for each of the stakeholder groups. Separate
questionnaires were administered to Ghana Heath Service (Municipal Health Directorate and
selected health facilities), the Assembly and Citizen groups.

The Ghana Health Service and the Assembly were given access to the questionnaire for study
and preparation before a face-to-face engagement/interaction to collect the relevant data.

IThe Citizen groups questionnaire was administered using two main approaches; interviews and
naturalistic observations.

IBaseline data from a presentation made by the Assembly in LANets training was also used

) Leadership of identified groups were interviewed with the naturalistic observation serving as a
complement. The naturalistic observation reduced the risk of respondent biases and provided
opportunity for data collectors objective assessment of the situation.



Key Findings

COVID-19 Policy Implementation

) The West Gonja Hospital was designated to handle all COVID-19 cases in the Municipality. The
public was made aware that the hospital was the designated hospital for COVID-19 in the municipality
through radio announcements on radio pad.

JPublic education, sensitization and awareness creation about the existence of the COVID-19
pandemic and the safety protocols to observe to tackle its transmission in Churches, Mosques, School
on daily, weekly and monthly basis. community information van announcement were also made

JThe health sector is reported to have inadequate supply of logistics and PPEs to handle COVID-19
cases. The Assembly together with the Health Directorate made strives but a lot more was still
needed to enhance the work of the designated facility.

JAIl COVID-19 testing were carried out at the Tamale Teaching Hospital.

JThe Assembly in their public education exercises encouraged the public to report to the hospital or
their electoral areas Assembly Members if they suspect anyone of having been infected by the virus.



Key Findings

COVID-19 Policy Implementation
Figure 1: COVID-19 Public Education Avenues
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Funds received and sources

JThe Assembly reported receipt of a total of GHc 248,469.93 from Central Government through
the DACF secretariat for its COVID-19 response work. GHc 10,000.00 out of the total amount was
received in 2021 and the remainder were funds received in 2020.




Figure 2: Funds and date received
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Approved spending Areas

JThe data did not reference any approved spending areas for all the funds received. However, a
careful look at the items COVID-19 funds were expended on suggests the same approved
spending areas as directed by Central Government in other districts

The approved spending areas from central government for all COVID-19 funds disbursed to the
MMDAs are;

sensitization and preventive activities
water systems and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

for improving sanitation.



Actual Spending Areas of COVID-19 funds

DATE EXPENDITURE DESCRIPTION/ITEM AMOUNT

29/04/2020 200 pieces of veronica buckets, stands and hand washing basins 92,610.00
21/4/2020 Fuel for monitoring by health committee 1,500.00
30/4/2020 Refreshment for Health committee meeting 392.00
19/08/2020 Fuel support to Ghana health service for surveillance 5,000.00
16/4/2020 Conveyance of sanitizers, nose mask and other items from Tamale 3,000.00
06/04/2020 Disinfection of public places in the municipality 35,000.00
27/04/2020 Fuel for monitoring of COVID -19 90.00
26/08/2020 Payment for alcoholic base sanitizers 3,400.00
05/08/2020 Sensitization of 10 communities on COVID-19 15,000.00
17/4/2020 Burial of suspected COVID — 19 patient 940.00
17/4/2020 Fuel for distribution of COVID 19 items 600.00
7/05/2020 Media coverage for COVID -19 sensitization 250.00
11/05/2020 250 waste bins, 10 poly tanks and stands 72,797.50
02/06/2020 Purchase of 100 boxes sanitizers 5,000.00
27/01/21 Fuel support to Ghana health services for surveillance 3,000.00
27/01/21 Management monitoring on COVID- 19 protocol observance 7,000.00

TOTAL 245,579.50




Adherence to Covid-19 protocols

Protocols on Public Events

IThe COVID-19 safety protocols on public events are remotely observed in the Municipality at
the moment. It is not strictly observed as it was during the height of the pandemic.

At the onset of the pandemic the rate of adherence to the protocols was in the range of 95%
and possibly beyond. However, following the consistent reduction in infection rates in the
Municipality and in the country as a whole, citizens are now relaxed in observing basic protocols
including hand washing, social distancing among others.

JThe protocols are not being observed at funerals, open weddings, group meetings like VSLA
group meeting, youth gatherings, recreational arenas etc.

The protocols are however still observed strictly at conferences and other meetings organized
by well-established entities.



Adherence to Covid-19 protocols

Protocols on Public Transport

. The current protocol on public transport covers the wearing of nose masks but excludes social
distancing.

The protocol on public transport is not strictly adhered to across all public transport service
stations in the municipal. At the following public transport stations; GPRTUC, VVIP, NASSARA
stations in Damongo the protocols were found not be strictly adhered to. Nevertheless, a few
passengers put on masks on their own accord.

INo social distancing is observed at the station or in buses because the current protocol allows
buses to load to full capacity



Adherence to Covid-19 protocols

Protocol in Markets

UThe safety protocols outlined for adherence in markets under the current COVID-19 protocols
are wearing of nose masks and social distancing among buyers and sellers.

IMajority of people attending Markets seem to be the worst offenders. Just a hand full of
people use nose masks.

JThere are no designated locations for hand washing or spots to sanitize hands. “Social
distancing in Damongo market is a disgrace to the protocols” reported by an observer.

1“At the various daily markets, no strict observations are noticed and law enforcement agencies
remain silent” were the words of another unidentified person from the Municipality.



Adherence to Covid-19 protocols

Public Washrooms

JPublic washrooms are relatively few in the Damongo Municipality. Largely, individual homes
have their own washrooms as a result of the intervention of World Vision International which
leads the crusade of a private washroom per home.

JThe few public washrooms are not in the best of conditions and rather looks somehow
dangerous to use. The adherence to COVID-19 in these few public washrooms gives no hope.

IThankfully not many people patronise them.



Social Intervention Programmes

) Participants to the group discussions said they all heard of Government’s financial packages
aimed at assisting citizens cope with the hardships occasioned by the COVID-19, but they have
no idea if it has been rolled out and they don’t also have any information as to how to access
such initiative.




Challenges

JFunding for COVID-19 response was inadequate considering that the Assembly’s IGF targets
were not met and some of its proposals were not approved at national level e.g. budget for
water for tanks mounted at various sites for hand washing was not approved.

INon adherence to Covid-19 safety protocols. Education and sensitization has been carried out,
but the major issues has to do with enforcement of the protocols

JApathy on the party of some key institutions/individuals in the fight against Covid-19.

JInadequate logistics and PPE affected the COVID-19 response work of the Municipality.



Recommendations

JThe policy implementation aspect of COVID-19 should focus on enforcement measures without

compromising on the education and sensitization programmes. In the context of the
Municipality, it is apparent that enforcement is required to elicit appreciable adherence to
COVID-19 protocols. Critical stakeholders, such as GHS Directorate, the Assembly, the security
services, the transport unions and market leaders need to have a consultation and devise
enforcement strategies that will be enforced throughout the year.

. Central Government should consider making more funds available for COVID-19 policy
implementation

) The Municipal Assembly is encouraged to provide citizens with more information on social
intervention programmes implemented and how beneficiaries were chosen
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